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Welcome to pemberton
The pa n t ry of Va n c o u v e r a nd t he S e a to S k y r e g i on
While our incredible valley has traditionally been famous for
its elite seed potatoes, it is increasingly varied in its agricultural
pursuits. Indulge in our natural beef, organic dairy products and
crops from our conventional, artisanal and organic farms. For the
horse enthusiast, Pemberton is home to a thriving international
equine breeding and training industry.
Our recreational offerings lean toward unlimited. Road
and mountain biking, golfing, flying and gliding, geocaching,
hiking, climbing, skiing, kayaking and more can be experienced
in Pemberton. Be sure to attend the annual Slow Food Cycle
Sunday, taking place the third Sunday of August, followed by the Pemberton Valley Giant
Pumpkin Weigh-Off after Thanksgiving in October.
Drop in to our Visitor Info Center or visit the Tourism Pemberton website (www.
tourismpembertonbc.com) for details on food, accommodation, activities and sights that
will ensure a great experience and a culinary adventure.
Jordan Sturdy
Mayor of Pemberton
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Before the highway was built in 1964, getting to the
Pemberton region required commitment – and staying meant
cultivating self-reliance and a deep connection with the land.
That spirit of adventure is still alive and well today… the
amenities are just a lot better. What drew folks to make a living
from the land, in agriculture or forestry, is still drawing people
here to ride the trails, ride the thermals, grow the produce that
Vancouver chefs delight over, raise families or run independent
businesses, in clear crisp air at the foot of stunning peaks. These
pages give you some ideas about how to experience it for yourself.
In wine regions, they talk about “terroir” – the flavour from the soil that infuses
everything that’s grown there. The Pemberton region is more famous for its potatoes, beef,
organic vegetables and vodka than vines, but there’s still a flavour to the place that comes
from its unique mix of geography, geology and climate. It tastes a bit like awe. But to
5,500 of us, it’s the taste of home.
We hope you’ll enjoy it. And come back for seconds.
Susie Gimse
Chair, Squamish Lillooet Regional District
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Never-ending family fun
By D e e R a f f o

P

arents will never hear complaints of “we’re
bored!” with this list of the top 25 activities
for families in Pemberton.
• Make Like The Eagles – Soar the mountains
on silent wings aboard a two-seater glider.
Get the bird’s eye view of the snow-capped
mountains and green valleys below.
• Horseback Heaven – Pemberton’s rushing
rivers, rolling hills and lush valley were made for
horseback riding. The area even boasts more
horses per capita than anywhere else in B.C.
• Mountain Bike Mecca – Pemberton is fast
becoming known for its mountain biking, thanks
to the range of trails suited to every skill level.
• Sea to Sky Skateboarding – Influenced by
the local skateboarding scene, the multi-level
Pemberton Skatepark with a replica swimming
pool has just the right amount of flow and fun.
• Tandem Toppling – Anyone from age 8 to 108
can take to the skies in a piloted paragliding
experience and get the thrill of exploring the
mountains from above.
• Wet and Wild – The free water park on the
community centre grounds is open daily from
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. in the summer for family fun.
• At Nature’s Door – The One Mile Lake Nature
Centre celebrates the unique eco-system of
Pemberton’s Coast Mountain setting and is a
great place to learn about the area’s natural
history and cultural heritage.

4
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• Outdoor Treasure Hunt – There are loads of
geocaches in the Pemberton area. Using a
GPS device, the challenge is to find them and
discover the treasures inside.
• What’s SUP? – Try stand up paddle boarding
(SUP) at One Mile Lake. It’s safe, easy and a
lot of fun.
• Paddle Adventures – Canoe or kayak on any
of Pemberton’s lakes and view the valley from
the waters edge.
• Fast Tracks – Rip up the wild Lillooet River
by jet boat with a stop at the natural mineral
pools of Skookumchuck hot springs.
• Fishing Canadian Style – Hunker down in an
ice hut and try your hand at ice fishing for
rainbow, steelhead and bull trout.
• Pump It Up – The Pemberton Pump Track
is great for beginner bikers looking for some
rolling hills and berm corners to practice on.
• Sandy Shores – Strawberry Point along Lillooet
Lake is a beautiful spot for a lakeside picnic
and a dip in the water.
• The Three Lakes – Hiking Joffre Lakes takes
around five hours. With three stunning lakes
sitting in a row, there are lots of scenic places
to stop for a picnic.
• Fruit Picking – Head to North Arm Farm to
pick your own strawberries, raspberries and
blueberries. Be sure to check out the swings!
• Kids Only Fishing - One Mile Lake has an age

restriction so it’s the best place to take the
kids to show them how it’s done.
• Summertime Swimming – Mosquito Lake is
small and warm – perfect on a hot day.
• A Night Under The Stars – There are two
provincial parks near Pemberton with great
campgrounds: Nairn Falls along Green River,
and the more remote Birkenhead Lake.
• Rainy Day Activity – Take the family to the
Pemberton Museum and check out the
exhibits from the gold rush days dating back
to the 1860s.
• Fun in the Forest – Shadow Lake Interpretive
Forest has over six kilometres of easy trails
within the Soo Valley.
• Winter Waterfalls – Snowshoe along the Nairn
Falls scenic trail towards the ice-covered falls.
It’s a picture perfect experience in the snow or
the sunshine.
• Art in the Mountains – At the entrance to the
Big Sky golf course are some very interesting
sculptures made out of scrap metal and even
old skis. It’s a great family picture spot.
• Heli-Magic – Take the family on a picnic
they’ll never forget with a helicopter tour over
the glaciers.
• Spud Valley Loppett – This annual crosscountry ski event, held in February,
celebrates Nordic skiing with fun events for
the whole family.

Our three letter
commitment is YOU
Dave Beattie

Erin McCardle Stiel Lisa Korthals

dave@myseatosky.com

erin@myseatosky.com

(604) 905-8855

(604) 902-0520

(604) 905-8708

lisa@myseatosky.com

Maurice Povoden Patrick Saintsbury
(604) 905-8755

mo@myseatosky.com

(604) 935-9114

patrick@myseatosky.com

Tristan Mussett

Ursula Morel

tristan@myseatosky.com

ursula@myseatosky.com

(604) 938-3597

(604) 932-8629

604.894.6616
myseatosky.com
Pemberton: 1411 Portage Road
Whistler: 135-4370 Lorimer Road
Squamish: 38261 Cleveland Avenue
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The Zero-mile diet: Pemberton’s farms
offer cornucopia of fresh flavours
By N i c ol e E r ik a Tr i g g

T

he Pemberton Valley lends itself to food production because of its
rich soil, clean water and hot summers. A prime growing area and
climate for root crops, Pemberton is famous for its multi-million dollar
seed potato industry. Virus-free seed potatoes from the main local farms
are sold all over North America.
The community places high importance on well-grown and tasty
local food. The Pemberton Farmers’ Institute supports local agriculture
and has a growing membership base that not only includes seed potato
growers, but organic and biodynamic farmers, agri-tourism operators,
livestock operations, coffee roasters, bakers, caterers, a distillery and the
farmers’ market society as well.
Organic farming in the valley has taken off in recent years. This
growing industry boasts several certified farms that supply organic
produce to Vancouver and Sea to Sky markets, but there are also several
ways to purchase directly from Pemberton producers.
During the summer, the Pemberton Farmers’ Market takes place
every Wednesday in downtown Pemberton from 4 to 7 p.m. The market
is an irresistible display of locally-grown organic produce, freshly baked
goods, crafts and more. Remember to bring cash for your purchases and
6
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reusable bags to carry them. The first market of the year is June 20.
U-Pick farms are always a popular choice for folks who want a more
hands-on approach. Whether it’s strawberries, raspberries or blueberries,
you can’t go wrong loading up with what you’ve picked out yourself. The
offerings are seasonal – keep an eye on the dates or take a drive up the
valley to see what different farms are advertising by the signs they put out
on the road. There you will also come across road-side stands, honour
system-based fruit and veggie stands operated by different farms that
trust you to leave money in the locked box after selecting what you want.
North Arm Farm is Pemberton’s only market farm that is open daily
to the public through the growing season. A centrepiece for agri-tourism in
the area, it is a 60-acre, working organic farm with a popular seasonal berry
U-Pick, a diverse selection of seasonal vegetables ready for purchase and
an in-house bakery that serves up freshly baked goodies daily. The farm is
also available as a rental venue with a full commercial kitchen for catered
events that also serves up daily farm lunches to visitors.
Pemberton’s other central agri-tourism attraction is the Pemberton
Distillery, located in the industrial park. The family-owned artisan operation
uses organic Pemberton potatoes for its vodka and gin, and other local

ingredients for liqueurs, organic vanilla extract and other artisan products.
Now in its third year, the small distillery received international
acclaim after its Schramm Vodka won Double-Gold and Spirit of the Year
at the 2010 World Spirits Awards in Austria. Open just two days a week in
the winter months, the distillery offers tours and complimentary tastings
five days of the week to visitors during the busy summer months. The
Pemberton Distillery’s products can be found in many Vancouver and
Whistler restaurants and select liquor stories, however the on-site store
has all of the distillery’s handcrafted spirits for sale.
For more information on agri-tourism and farming in Pemberton,
visit www.pembertonfarmers.com.

info@revolutiondistribution.ca
Photo by D ave steers

Slow Food Cycle
Sunday

www.revolutiondistribution.ca
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
604-905-7733 OPEN
ONLY 30 MINUTES SOUTH OF PEMBERTON

Like us on Facebook ‘Revolution Distribution & Repair’
10-1212 Alpha Lake Rd., Whistler (Function Junction) V0N 1B1

T

he Slow Food Cycle is Pemberton’s main agri-tourism event and
a celebration of food, farmers and sustainability. An annual, mass
bike ride out to the Pemberton Meadows that attracted more than 4,000
people last year, Slow Food Cycle Sunday is the one day you can set
foot on some of the local farms that are otherwise closed to visitors.
The 2012 event takes place on Sunday, Aug. 19. To participate,
cyclists need to register at no charge between 8 and 11 a.m. in the
village before setting out along Pemberton Meadows Road, a flat 25
kilometre stretch into the heart of the farming community.
The cycle is self-paced and bikers are invited to stop at all the
participating farms for tours, samples, local art, live music and more.
Make sure to bring cash as everything is for sale. Don’t forget to come
prepared with reusable bags, backpacks or bike panniers to carry back
your purchases.
It’s also a good idea to pack water and snacks as the food
offerings can run out. And don’t feel you have to ride the whole way –
head back to the village any time you like for the post-ride beer garden
in Pioneer Park that doubles as a fundraiser for community Rotary
Club projects.

SERVICE & REPAIR
DIRT BIKE
STREET BIKE
TRIALS BIKE
PARTS & ACCESSORIES
GEAR AND CLOTHING
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ATVS / SNOWMOBILES / MOTORCYCLES

FIND FREEDOM HERE...

NEW & USED
SALES & SERVICE

www.BridgeRiverValley.ca

ADVENTURES ON HORSEBACK
Est. 1989

PHOTO: NADIA SAMER

Pemberton & Whistler’s longest operating
trail ride company

OPEN TUES – SAT 8:30AM – 5:30PM
Located across from the Pemberton Industrial Park

www.route99motorsports.com
Phone: 604.894.6840
mark@route99motorsports.com
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Definitely not your usual “nose-to-tail” trail ride!
Adventures on Horseback is family owned and operated by Bob and Susan, who
combined have over 100 years of riding experience. We specialize in customizing
adventures for riders of all abilities - from the beginner to the expert - but with the
utmost safety in mind. Come and enjoy an authentic Pemberton adventure with one
of our experienced guides. Families and Children of all ages are most welcome.

Call for more information or to book:

[604] 894-6269

7476 Prospect Street, Pemberton
Proof:
To:_______________________

NAME:
ISSUE:

PV95031
PV9

ADVERTISERS:

All proofs are the responsibility of
the client. Please check carefully
and note corrections on this proof.
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The life and times of Jud the Spud
By C ind y F il ip e nk o

G

rowing in the Pemberton Valley, a young seed potato could count on
Now, nearly four years since his great-grandmother had come to
one thing: health. It had been that way since the mid-1960s when
the farm, Jud was leaving. Suddenly he felt a rumble; the potato pile
renowned plant pathologist, Dr. Bud Wright, declared the area as the first
collapsed as he rolled into the back of a truck with thousands of his
place in the world to produce disease- and virus-free seed potatoes.
family. He overheard the farmer saying, “I can’t believe it, but Idaho
Jud, a good-looking, red-skinned Chieftain potato, was proud of his
wants more of our seed potatoes.”
heritage and secure in knowing his progeny would someday be a palateJud couldn’t believe it either. He’d been expecting to travel a couple
pleasing side dish. And given the Pemberton potatoes’ reputation, he
of hundred miles to seed a Fraser Valley farm or maybe even cross into
knew that plate could be anywhere.
Alberta, but he never imagined his destination would be Idaho! That was
Jud the Spud pondered this fate as he sat at the top of a pile of
the big league.
his brothers and sisters in the root-house. It seemed he had been there
Two days later Jud was in the tuber-friendly state waiting to start
forever, but in reality, it had only been five
his new life in America on a farm so big
months since he’d been plucked out of the
he wish he’d already sprouted eyes so he
ground in the fall.
could see it. A seed potato farm could be
He knew that this was
Jud knew that seed potatoes were
40 acres and this one was at least 100
a good place
assigned classification and he was an
times that big.
By the next morning Jud found
Elite 3 seed potato, which meant he was
to put down roots.
himself planted in moist, warm soil.
ready to be shipped out. His mother
While it lacked the sand content of the
and grandmother, Elite 1 and Elite 2,
Pemberton valley dirt, he had to admit the Idaho earth felt pretty good up
respectively, spent their entire lives on the farm, as did countless others,
against his skin. He knew that this was a good place to put down roots.
increasing the population by 15-fold every generation.
As the sun went down on the farm, Jud dreamed the dreams of a
Jud’s great-grandmother had come from outside the farm in a place
happy potato, envisioning cuddling up besides steaks and burgers, chops
called the lab. A “test-tube tuber,” she was grown from a sprout cutting
and chicken breasts. But that reality would have to wait until next season
in a laboratory. Her roots grew in sterile agar. Her stalk and leaves were
when Jud’s descendants were ready for the grocery store, the restaurant
regularly tested for disease. She grew to be a beautiful, robust plantlet
table and kitchens across North America.
whose cuttings cloned numerous sisters before she found her way into a
* Seed potato facts provided by Shaw Creek’s John Beks.
row at Shaw Creek Farms.
2012-2013 Pemberton Visitors’ Guide
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Two-wheeled workout: Popular
Pemberton road-riding routes
By N i c ol e E r ik a Tr i g g

P

emberton is the perfect base for a memorable cycling excursion.
With four world-class rides to choose from, this little village with its
rural setting is making a name for itself as a go-to destination for roadriding enthusiasts from beginners to extreme.
From the village centre out to the Meadows is a blissful journey
through farmland. The 50-kilometre loop – 25 km each way – is flat and
scenic. There are but few vehicles and sections of the road have been
paved over the last few years, making for a smoother ride. Don’t forget
your camera – the view of Mount Currie on the way back is nothing
short of spectacular.
Out to Anderson Lake and back along the undulating and
somewhat rougher D’Arcy-Anderson Lake road that follows the
Birkenhead River is the next popular option. Cyclists will find this
beautiful 90-km return trip through the forested river valley and back
more of a challenge than the Meadows. For a shorter tour, there is the
option of turning around at Gates Lake. This is considered the halfway
10
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point and will result in a 45-km round trip.
The double black diamond choice for the extremely fit is the
Duffey Lake Road. Head north of Pemberton then hang a right in Mount
Currie towards Lillooet on Highway 99. From Lillooet Lake to Joffre
Lakes Provincial Park, this ride climbs 1,000 metres in 15 km. Through
stunning alpine country to the Joffre Lakes parking lot from Pemberton
is 30 km one-way, or continue on an additional 30 km to Blowdown
Creek before turning around to make it a 120-km day.
The first 60-km stretch of the Duffey has been recently repaved
and it’s beyond Blowdown Creek that the pavement gets rough again.
Riding from Pemberton to Lillooet and back delivers a 200-km epic feat
in one day, or you can stay the night in Lillooet to break it up.
Last but definitely not least is the classic 35-km (one way)
stretch between Pemberton and Whistler, a locals’ favourite. Many
people choose to cycle from Whistler then make their way partially up
the Meadows before heading back. The ride from Whistler is mostly

downhill and makes for a speedy return trip.
Staying in the area in order to experience one or more of these
memorable road bike journeys is made easy with the nearby Nairn
Falls campground, plus various local hotels and bed and breakfasts.
The local bike shop, Pemberton Bike Co., offers repairs and carries the
whole gamut of hard and soft cycling goods.

RENTALS • SALES • SERVICE • TRAIL INFO

#1-1392 PORTAGE RD
(Beside the Pony Espresso)

604 894 6625
www.bikeco.ca
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The Mountain
biking bonanza

Nutritional Supplements
Botanical Formulas
Homeopathics
Aromatherapy
Body Care
Bulk Herbs & Food
Specialty & Organic
Groceries
Private Consultations

W

histler may be the mecca for mountain bikers, but during the late
winter months many of them can be seen driving up the highway
to Pemberton. The warmer, drier weather allows for an earlier start to the
biking season – although for the hard cores, the season runs virtually
all winter long. The Pemberton Bike Co. is the local information base
for mountain biking trails. For just $10, the local trail map can also be
purchased here with partial funds going toward trail maintenance and future
expansion. The store’s website (www.bikeco.ca/trails/pemberton-trails) also
provides updated information on the trails and their conditions.
New for 2012 is a trail network that extends the established
mountain biking maze up to the popular para-gliding launch. The new
zone is accessible via a traverse up the Happy and Nimby trails, a 15 km
climb. The next project, which will see one or more blue trails off the new
Nimby climb, is already in the works.
Pemberton is also home to the epic Nimby Fifty mountain bike event
that features many of the endless climbs and steep descents the area is
known for. Set to take place on May 26, the third annual installation of the
race will be a technical 35-km cross-country marathon.

Offering knowledgeable and compassionate advice!
Owned and operated by a Clinical Herbalist trained in Nutrition,
Supplement and Botanical Counselling, Iridology, Rayid,
Bach Flower Therapy, Reiki, and Reconnective Healing.

604 . 894 . 8884
Located in the AG Foods strip mall in Pemberton
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Thrill of the chase:
The Pemberton Valle y Fox Hunt
By D e e R a f f o

M

ist rises from the fields and there’s a flash of red in the trees. The
braying of hounds and the thunder of hooves follow the sound of a
horn across the valley. You could be in the English countryside if it wasn’t
for the towering mountains and eagles soaring high above.
The Pemberton Valley Fox Hunt is in its fourth year, and gaining
traction. Be assured that no foxes are actually hunted in this epic chase.

It’s called a “drag hunt,” where a lead rider heads out laying a liquid
scent trail. Then around 30 riders and 14 dogs charge over the fields in
hot pursuit.
Any proficient rider can join in, although the upper echelons are
reserved for the riders that are fully acquainted with the full protocol of
fox hunting. Although you may not have the formal fox hunting colours, a
black coat and boots will do.
The dogs are purebred English foxhounds that love to bound over
the fields, with the riders following intently on horseback. The course is
set over six or seven legs, which are each about two kilometres in length.
Riverlands, in the Pemberton Meadows, is the perfect location to simulate
a true British hunt, with lots of challenging jumps over walls, fences and
creeks to add an element of excitement.
The race is usually held in the third week of October with a mixture
of riders from the Fraser Valley Hunt Club and Pemberton-area residents.
The number of spectators is usually double that of the riders, and there’s
even a VIP ticket for people who wish to be chauffeured around to the key
vantage points. It’s a fun day for anyone who enjoys the thrill of a hunt,
sound of the chase and camaraderie of sport.

Photo by D ave steers
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Lottery
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Helping our customers become
financially better-off.

Pemberton

2 ABMs - 24 hrs / 7 days
7433 Prospect St., Pemberton | 604.894.1050

12-03-21 2:13 PM

Randy Lincks

PV2-5009 Animal Barn.indd 1

604 894 6740

Steven Olmstead

Pet & Farm Feed & Supplies
Equine Feed & Tack

#1-1348 Portage Road, Pemberton
Open Mon. to Thurs. & Sat. 10 - 6
Fri. 10 - 7 & Sun. 12 - 4

Randy Lincks

Serving Pemberton for over 50 years
www.scotiabank.com

ALL YOU AUTO NEED...
SEE US FOR YOUR:

Car Wash Products (interior & exterior)
RV and Marine Parts and Supplies
Small Engine Parts and Batteries

Randy Lincks

Lawn Mower Belts and Blades

Get a feel for the year-round magic
of Pemberton.
Explore the many amazing activities and
views of Pemberton and district.

www.tourismpembertonbc.com
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Great Selection of Cleaning
& Detailing Products

PEMBERTON: 7456 PROSPECT STREET - 604.894.6375 | WWW.NAPAONLINECANADA.COM
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Re viving the tribe: Lil’wat culture
thrives in Mount Currie
By C ind y F il ip e nk o

T

he preservation of traditional ways and language is one of the best
ways to foster cultural pride. And that’s one of the important aims of
the The Lil’wat Culture Centre, located in Mount Currie’s Ullus Community
Centre. The other aim is to share Lil’wat cultural heritage with non-First
Nations visitors.
It’s impossible to wander among the displays of exquisitely beaded
deerskin regalia, powerful hunting and fishing tools and intricate cedar
carvings and not be struck by the beauty of these handcrafted items. But
perhaps the most breathtaking pieces are those woven of cedar bark, wild
cherry bark and canary grass. From baby baskets that are passed down
through families for decades to a table more than 100 years old, the
centre’s collection dramatically exceeds the baskets and food containers
you’d expect to see.
Centre staffer Mary James, whose traditional name is Kasu’sa 7, is
happy to explain the labour-intensive weaving process.
“We harvest the bark in strips only two fists wide so the tree can
continue to live,” said James. “We can only go to a tree once.”
That delicate cedar is then torn into strips, soaked in water and
“groomed” with hand tools to create a consistent width that will ensure
even, tight weaving. In the case of cherry bark, the strips of wood are
often submerged in water for up to a year to dye the bark.
While James’s knowledge of crafting runs deep, her true love
is language preservation. One of only 17 people who are fluent in
Ucwalmicuts, the Lil’wat peoples’ traditional language, James is
determined to change that.

“I was taught the language because I lived with my grandparents,”
said James. “And now I’m teaching it to my grandchildren.”
On a larger scale, James is ensuring Ucwalmicuts survives through
participating in First Voices, a First Nations language archiving programming.
Culture centre director Lois Joseph, also known as Mama´ya 7,
has committed her career to cultural preservation, through her work as
a teacher, band council member and leader of the Ishwalh Dancers.
Protecting and celebrating Lil’wat culture is a value Joseph learned
from her mother Georgina Nelson, a pioneer in Lil’wat education who
spearheaded the first Ucwalmicuts immersion programs.
“Revitalizing the language, culture and history is allowing our people
to reconnect with Lil’wat heritage, protocols and ways of life,” said Joseph.
Much of the connection happens through the centre’s courses that
include drum making, weaving, carving and leather making. A recent
sign-up sheet for a mukluk making workshop is literally overflowing with
names – evidence that the appetite for cultural connection is very strong.
Joseph said she wishes the centre could find a way to reduce the
financial burdens of band members so they could attend more classes.
“Cultural pride has such a positive effect on everyone.”
A small consignment area at the centre offers visitors the opportunity
to purchase traditional goods such as soapberry juice, cedar baskets and
carved walking sticks
The Lil’wat Culture Centre is open to the public Monday to Friday
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission is free. The centre is located about
seven kilometres east of Pemberton, just off Highway 99 in Mount Currie.
2012-2013 Pemberton Visitors’ Guide
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Getting to the middle of nowhere
By K i m Va n Lo c he m

I

f you are planning to explore Pemberton’s trails, leave your
headphones at home. Aside from the song of a few birds and the
crunch of leaves under your feet, you will find stillness. It’s the type of
“middle of nowhere” experience that money can’t buy.
“The trails in Pemberton offer a remote feeling you don’t find on
Whistler’s hiking trails,” said Andrea Devries of the Whistler Alpine Guides
Bureau. “You simply don’t see civilization.”
Whether you hike, bike, ski, or ride horseback, Pemberton’s trails
have a way of transporting you into the heart of nature. It’s this feeling of
remoteness that attracts visitors from around the world and one of the
reasons the Whistler Alpine Guides Bureau regularly offers trips into the
surrounding backcountry.
You don’t have to be an expert to explore some of Pemberton’s
world-class trails. The Pemberton Valley Trail Association (PVTA)
Recreational Trail Map marks the routes of 65 popular trails within a
few kilometres of the Village of Pemberton. The map is available at the
Pemberton Bike Co., and costs $10.
According to the map, there are 22 horseback riding trails, 42
hiking/walking routes and 63 bike trails in the vicinity. The map also
16
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denotes the overall ease of difficulty of each trail.
Pemberton’s most notable routes include Nairn Falls and the trail to
Upper Joffre Lake.
The trail to Nairn Falls is a brisk three-kilometre round-trip route.
The Provincial Park protects a Lil’wat Nation spiritual site and serves as a
dramatic example of the erosive power of water.
The trail to Upper Joffre Lake requires a bit more effort, but the 11km round trip route leads to crystal clear lakes and glacier views. Located
at the northern tip of the Sea to Sky corridor, Joffre Lakes Provincial Park
is often dubbed the Rockies of the West Coast.
The park features hiking, camping, mountaineering, wildlife
viewing and fishing. The Lower Joffre Lake route is just a few minutes
walk while the hike to Middle Joffre Lake is four km. An additional 1.5
km takes you to Upper Joffre Lake. Expect to scramble, but the reward
is great.
“Joffre Lakes is one of our favourite trips. People can’t believe
how turquoise the water is and how every picture they take looks like a
postcard. It’s stunning,” said Devries. “It’s just one of many different trails
in the Pemberton area that are worth checking out.”

Open Everyday
8 am til 9 pm

“Choice”: the right, the power, or opportunity to choose;
an abundance or variety from which to choose:
Our clients have the “Choice” to select
the Real Estate model that works for them.
Talk to us about our flexible Fee For Service based listing model
and our Buyers Cash Back program.
lonne@customchoicerealty.ca
Cell 604.902.4208
Toll Free 1.888.328.1007 Ext 1

CHOICE OPENS DOORS
tammy@customchoicerealty.ca

Lonne Clark

Cell 604.938.3990
Toll Free1.888.328.1007 Ext 2

Tammy Renard

an innovation in the industry

www.customchoicerealty.ca

We have an on-site butcher,
fresh produce, fresh baked goods,
full service deli, gluten free products,
specialty items, grab and go items,
and local products.

Pemberton

Veterinary Hospital
Providing veterinary care for the
Pemberton area for Companion and
Production Animals. We are committed
to you and your pets, and understand the
valued place that they hold in your life.

HOURS
Monday - Friday
9am - 5pm

7438 Prospect Street –
Located across from the
Scotia Bank and General Store in
Pemberton’s Downtown Centre

604.894.3663 ext 226

mail@pembertonsupermarket.com
www.pembertonsupermarket.com

We are located at 1345 Aster Street in Pemberton

604 894 1119 | www.pembertonvet.com
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directory
ACCOMMODATIONS
1 COUNTRY MEADOWS B&B
1431 Collins Road | 604 894 6605
2 DRUMKEERAN HOUSE
7599 Linda Rd., Ivey Lake | 604-377-6297

13 THE BLACK SQUIRREL RESTAURANT & PUB
1730 Airport Road | 604 894 6197

25 DANIELLE MENZEL
danielle@wrec.com | 604 698 5128

38 THE BIKE CO
1-1392 Portage Rd. | 604 894 6625

14 MILE ONE CAFE
107-7330 Crabapple Court | 604 384 3842

26 CEDAR GROVE ESTATES
www.cedargroveestates.com | 604 894 6414

SERVICES

15 THE LOCAL
1-7423 Frontier Street | 604 384 1430

RETAIL

39 BLACK’S HOT WHEELS
1380 Aster Street | 604 894 9436

3 FARMHOUSE B&B
7611 Pemberton Meadows Road | 604 894 6205

RECREATION

27 ANIMAL BARN
1 - 1348 Portage Road | 604 894 6740

40 CONNECTIONS
3-1384 Portage Road | 604 894 1223

4 GREENWOOD COUNTRY INN
1371 Greenwood Street | 604 894 5607

16 ADVENTURES ON HORSEBACK
7476 Prospect Street | 604 894 6269

28 BE NATURAL
In the AG Foods strip mall | 604 894 8884

41 LOCAL MOTION THERAPY
110-1411 Portage Rd. | 604 894 5525

5 PEMBERTON VALLEY VINEYARD & INN
1427 Collins Road | 604 894 5857

17 BIG SKY GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
1690 Airport Road | 1 800 668 7900

29 FRONTIER STREET PHARMACY
7437 Frontier Street | 604 894 6416

42 PEMBERTON VALLEY WELLNESS
3-7438 Prospect Street | 604 894 2009

6 LA HACIENDA B&B
1486 Larch Street | 604 894 1172

18 CAYOOSH EXPEDITIONS
www.cayooshexpeditions.ca | 604 894 5502

30 NORTH ARM FARM
1888 Highway 99 | 604 894 5379

43 0LEMOTIVE AUTO REPAIR
1954 Highway 99 | 604 894 5102

7 LILLOOET RIVER LODGE
1428 Pemberton Farm Road | 604 966 8246

19 PEMBERTON & DISTRICT MUSEUM
7455 Prospect Street | 604 894 5504

44 DIESEL BOY TOWING
31 OUR GLASS WORKS
9143 Pemberton Portage Rd, Birken | 604 452 3272 7322 Industrial Way | 604 894 5070

8 LOG HOUSE B&B INN
1357 Elmwood Drive | 604 894 6000

20 PEMBERTON SOARING CENTRE
1850 Airport Road | 1 800 831 2611

32 PEMBERTON FARMER’S MARKET
www.pembertonfarmers.com

45 ST. DAVID’S UNITED CHURCH
7422 Dogwood St. | 604 894 6981

9 PEMBERTON GATEWAY VILLAGE SUITE
7330 Crabapple Court | 604 894 8888

21 THE MEADOWS GOLF CLUB AT PEMBERTON
1730 Airport Road | 604 894 6197

33 PEMBERTON GENERAL STORE
7437 Prospect Street | 604 894 6233

46 PEMBERTON ESSO
7432 Prospect Street | 604 894 1701

10 PEMBERTON HOTEL
7423 Frontier Street | 604 894 6313

22 BLACKCOMB AVIATION
9960 Heliport Road | 604 938 1700

34 PEMBERTON VALLEY SUPERMARKET
7438 Prospect Street | 604 894 3663

47 SCOTIABANK
7433 Prospect Street | 604 894 1050

11 PEMBERTON VALLEY LODGE
1490 Portage Road (Hwy 99) | 1 877 894 2800

REAL ESTATE

48 VILLAGE OF PEMBERTON
35 REVOLUTION DISTRIBUTION & REPAIR
10-1212 Alpha Lake Rd., Whistler | 604 905 7733 7400 Prospect Street | 604 894 6135

TAYLOR

DINING

23 REMAX
www.myseatosky.com | 604 894 6616

12 MOUNT CURRIE COFFEE CO.
2 - 7331 Arbutus Street | 604 894 3388

24 WHISTLER REAL ESTATE COMPANY
5 - 7331 Arbutus Street | 604 894 5166

36 ROUTE 99 MOTORSPORTS
Across from the Industrial Park | 604 894 6840

49 PEMBERTON CHAMBER / INFO CENTRE
Corner Highway 99 & Portage Road | 604 894 6175

37 SHARON’S HERBAL HEALING ARTS
9246 Portage Rd, Birken | 1 866 452 3288
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NORTH ARM FARM
Pemberton’s Family Farm Experience
• BAKERY & CAFÉ
• U-PICK BERRIES, FLOWERS & PUMPKINS
• FRESH PICKED VEGGIES • SEASONAL FRUIT
• PRIVATE EVENTS • CATERING
• DAILY JUNE THRU OCTOBER
~ certified organic ~
604-894-5379
1888 Hwy 99, Pemberton | www.northarmfarm.com

in vabes
to lu t
we
n

11-04-21 3:25 PM

e r
wlive
de

WQPV1-5531 North Arm Farm.indd 1

restaurant•lounge• patio

all day breakfast. pizza, tacos, schnitzel & more.

SIMPLE, FRESH & FUN
604.384.1430
20
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Wednesdays 4-7pm, June 20 – Oct 3
Located in the heart of Pemberton

Shop where the farmers live

located inside the pemberton hotel

WQPV1-8005 The Local Pemberton.indd 1

Pemberton Farmers market

11-04-28 2:00 PM

Ph oto by D av e s t e e r s

Much more than potatoes:
purely Pemberton products
By C ind y F il ip e nk o

F

rom the heirloom vegetable varietals to one-of-a-kind artworks,
products produced in Pemberton are as unique as the people who
call the valley home. Whether making pantry staples from local organic
veggies or crafting jewelry and knit goods, Pembertonians are an
industrious bunch committed to bringing quality goods to market.
One of those markets is the annual Pemberton Farmers’ Market
that happens every Wednesday from 4 to 7 p.m. and features some of
the nicest, organic produce around. Among those delectable edibles
are Helmer’s potatoes. The small, family run farm grows more that 15
varieties of heritage potatoes that have been a hit at farmers’ markets
throughout the Lower Mainland and Sea to Sky corridor. In addition to
offering great organic produce from farms throughout the valley, the
market also features some arts and crafts and live music.
While coffee may not seem all that unique, having your coffee
delivered by bicycle in a chariot shared with a toddler certainly is. That’s
how Pemberton Valley Coffee Company owner, Paula Phelps, brings
her fair trade, shade grown, organic coffee to market. The small-batch
roasted beans can be found at Pemberton’s two grocery stores and at the
One Earth Collection boutique. If you’re looking to try a cup first, head to
the Blackbird Bakery.

One Earth Collection defines itself as a gift store with a conscience.
It’s also the best place to go if you’re looking to get your hands on some
proudly Pemberton souvenirs: More than 30 per cent of the store’s
considerable inventory is produced in the valley.
The array of clothing, giftware, gourmet foods, handmade
cosmetics, baby wear, fine art and jewelry created by locals attests to
the considerable talent in this town of 2,500. And most excitingly, the
products that fill One Earth Collection are not only beautifully made, they
are ethically produced and environmentally friendly.
Here’s a sampling of the handmade creations available at the shop,
and directly from the artisans: Wild Bowls (wildbowls@telus.net), wooden
serving pieces by local craftsman Tim Napier, are a great addition to
any table. First Nations baskets are also a great find, created by Nseq’
Creative Arts owner Elizabeth Andrew (elizabeth-andrew11@hotmail.com).
LU Prints (www.luprints.com) line of decorative kitchen linens and home
décor proves that being green doesn’t mean being frumpy or boring.
Equally green and hip are the laser cut and hand sawn earrings and
pendants that Mana Jewelry (www.manajewelrydesigns.com) creates from
exotic, castoff wood.
Cool. Fun and functional. Purely Pemberton.
2012-2013 Pemberton Visitors’ Guide
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Golf glory: Two local courses
offer challenge, unmatched vie ws
By E r i c M a c K e n z ie

P

emberton offers two of the Sea to Sky corridor’s best tests of golf
different spots before you reach a narrow green well-protected by bunkers.
Big Sky is also a perfect place for novice players or those looking to
with two courses right next door to each other, nestled at the base
fine-tune their short games with a par-27 executive course that is kept to
of Mount Currie. Whether you’re a scratch player looking for a challenge
the same impressive standard as the main track.
or a beginner just learning your way from tee to green, Big Sky Golf
The Meadows at Pemberton is one
and Country Club and The Meadows
of the corridor’s most affordable places
at Pemberton can provide exactly what
to play and a favourite among locals.
you’re looking for.
The Meadows at Pemberton is
The course is truly a test of two nines, as
Big Sky is one of the most renowned
one of the corridor’s most
the wide-open front side is followed by
courses in the province, having been
a much tighter back nine that demands
previously named Best Public Course in
affordable places to play and
precision.
B.C. by the Vancouver Sun and landing
a favourite among locals.
The course also has the corridor’s
on Golf Digest’s Top 10 Places to Play in
only true island green, as the signature
Canada list.
Featuring stunning views of Mount
par-4 eighth hole’s putting surface is
Currie and the Pemberton Valley, Big Sky offers a par-72 layout that plays
surrounded by a hazard.
a lengthy 7,001 yards from the back tees. There’s lots to watch out for to
Both courses also have full-service restaurants, so you can recall the
keep your ball out of trouble – take the 600-yard, par-5 fourth hole, for
great shots of your rounds over a tasty meal. For more on Pemberton’s
example. Aptly named “Purgatory,” a creek crosses the fairway in four
two courses, visit www.bigskygolf.com and www.pembertongolf.com.
22
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Sea to Sky's Only Island Green
Pemberton's Best Restaurant
Everyone Always Welcome

Large portions, fresh local
ingredients and great value

Ask about our low price guarantee

Open..
For breakfast, lunch
and dinner

1.800.390.GOLF

Local favourite breakfast spot!
101-1436 Portage Rd, Pemberton | Next to the Petro Canada

604-384-0081 • www.thewoodrestaurant.com

PembertonGolf.com
2012-2013 Pemberton Visitors’ Guide
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The Numbers DoN’T Lie

WREC ........52%

Re/Max ......35%

Other .........13%

* Information deemed to be accurate and based on sold unit volume as provided by WLS for 2011

we got here for a reason
Performance, Professionalism and a
Commitment to Pemberton
The Whistler Real Estate Company has consistently dominated the Pemberton market share due to the
dedication and exceptional knowledge of our Pemberton specialists. Our Pemberton team are true locals
who live, work and play in the community year-round. They look forward to welcoming you home.

®

604.894.5166 | 5-7331 Arbutus st.
pembertonvAlleyreAlestAte.com
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E xplore your cowboy side
By K i m Va n Lo c he m

I

t’s hard to miss Pemberton’s cowboy culture. It’s one of the few places
one of British Columbia’s oldest agricultural communities. As a result,
in British Columbia where cars sometimes share the road with horses.
Pemberton is steeped in the history of the pioneers and surrounding First
Cowboy culture is an integral part of the Pemberton Valley and the
Nations culture. The horses also add to the experience.
area is host to some of the most scenic horseback riding on the West
For generations, local wranglers have bred horses that go on to
Coast. There hasn’t been an official census, but Pemberton boasts more
perform at events such as the Calgary Stampede and the Cloverdale
horses per capita than any other area in B.C. Many local stables offer a
Rodeo. These well-trained horses greet visitors with a well-trained
variety of horseback trail-riding for riders of all levels.
attitude, ensuring that each ride is a memorable one.
“The views you encounter on
“Obviously we have great horses.
horseback are stunning,” said Tamara
We separate the groups up according
There hasn’t been an official
Tupper, owner of Pemberton Stables.
to riding ability so that everyone has a
census, but Pemberton boasts
“The trails are mountainous with
great time,” Tupper said.
some viewpoints that are hard to find
The Pemberton area also hosts
more horses per capita than
anywhere else.”
annual rodeo action. On the May
any other area in B.C.
Local trails take riders through
long weekend, cowboys and cowgirls
open fields, sandy river beaches and
gather in Mount Currie, next door to
old-growth cedar forests. For the novice rider, Pemberton’s many
Pemberton, for the Lillooet Lake Rodeo. The event is part of the Western
stables offer two-hour introductory rides along the valley floor. Seasoned
Indian Rodeo Association and attracts athletes from all over North
wranglers guide more experienced riders to Pemberton’s sweet spots,
America. Expect to see junior barrel racing, pole bending, break away
such as glacier-fed creeks and higher elevation trails.
roping and steer riding.
The wranglers are the charm of a Pemberton horseback experience.
If you really want to explore Pemberton, get on a horse. Trail riding
Professional cowboys (and cowgirls) are eager to share regional stories on
allows visitors to get back to the basics in a fast-paced world. Stables
every trail ride and give personalized attention to each individual.
are located up Pemberton Valley Meadows Road, along Highway 99 and
Affectionately dubbed “Spud Valley” by locals, Pemberton is
close to the village.
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Pemberton Bed & Breakfasts And Inns
www.pembertonbandb.com
Country Meadows Bed & Breakfast

After a quiet peaceful sleep, wake up to
the natural beauty of the Pemberton
Valley and enjoy majestic views of
Mount Currie from your choice of one of
our informative and pampering B&B’s.

Welcome to our European Style B&B located
on 6 acres. Great views, 3 comfortable
suites and all with private bathrooms, 2 with
kitchens. Hearty country breakfasts & farm
fresh eggs. In winter, a breakfast basket will
be provided in the privacy of your own suite.
Breakfast on Request. Enjoy the outdoor deck
& hot tub. Free WiFi. English and German
spoken. Rates from $80-$125 – No taxes.
E countrymeadows@telus.net
W www.bbcanada.com/countrymeadows

1431 Collins Road

Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast

Lillooet River Lodge

Our peaceful retreat on acreage with gardens
and meadow, has a character home featuring
art, books, fabulous views, memorable
breakfasts and serious coffee. Let us restore
your weary urban souls. Dog friendly, wireless
and air conditioned rooms. Friendly hosts
Carol, Peter and cat Pumpkin.
Rates from $85–$135.
TF 1.888.394.6205
E farmhouse@uniserve.com
W www.bbcanada.com/farmhouse

You will experience great hospitality from the
moment you arrive at this beautiful cedar log
home. Located on 4 acres along the Lillooet
River with spectacular views from the hot
tub. Enjoy a delicious full breakfast or take
a packed picnic lunch to your destination.
Air-conditioned rooms, king/queen beds with
luxury linen, fridge/mini bar, full bath ensuites,
loft with big screen television and free wireless
inter-net. English, German and French spoken.
E lrlbandb@telus.net
W www.lillooetriverlodge.com

7611 Meadows Road

Tel/Fax: 604-894-6205

1428 Pemberton Farm Road

Tel/Fax: 604-894-6605

Tel: 604-966-8246

Greenwood Country Inn

Log House Bed & Breakfast Inn

West-coast style B&B, owner designed with
comfort and privacy in mind. Situated high
above town, the many decks and hot-tub
with breath-taking panoramic views are a bird
and sky watchers paradise. Air-conditioned
bird-theme rooms, Jacuzzi-Suite, native
Art Gallery, friendly hostess and delightful
breakfast; German and English spoken.
TF 1.877.977.5607
E reserve@greenwoodcountryinn.com
W www.greenwoodcountryinn.com

Relax and unwind in an exquisite
yellow cedar log home. Seven unique guest
bedrooms with private bathrooms, full
breakfast and outdoor hot tub. Ideal for
groups, families and corporate retreats, The
Log House B&B Inn is close to all amenities
and enjoys stunning mountain views.
TF 1.800.894.6002
E loghouseinfo@loghouseinn.com
W www.loghouseinn.com

1371 Greenwood Street

Tel: 604-894-5607

1357 Elmwood Drive

Tel: 604-894-6000

La Hacienda Bed & Breakfast

Pemberton Valley Vineyard Inn

La Hacienda provides a private, spacious, and
gorgeous unit with 3 bedrooms to choose
from. Full kitchen, 2 bathrooms, living area,
cable TV, wireless, and private hot tub!
Free laundry for extended stays. Singles
and families/groups welcome. Some hypoallergenic pets. Maximum 8 guests.
C 604.902.1017
E lisafern@telus.net
W www3.telus.net/lahacienda
W www.bbcanada.com/lahacienda

Fantastic, quiet, rural setting with huge
mountain views on 7 acres. Three large guest
suites each with separate outside entrances,
private decks, and fireplaces. Enjoy a gourmet
country breakfast with farm fresh eggs served
to your room if you like. Relax in our secluded
hot tub. Close to trails and restaurants.
Licensed winery.
TF 1.877.444.5857
E bradner@whistlerwine.com
W www.whistlerwine.com

1486 Larch Street
26
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Tel: 604-902-1017

1427 Collins Road

Tel: 604-894-5857

WE ARE MORE
THAN JUST TIRES
WE ALSO OFFER:

MOBILE TIRE SERVICE CRANE TRUCK | OIL CHANGES
BRAKES | FULL AUTO MECHANICAL SERVICES
HOURS OF BUSINESS ARE MON - FRI 8:00 - 5:30, SAT 9 - 1

6

COME VISIT OUR CONVENIENT DOWNTOWN LOCATION AT

1380 ASTER ST, PEMBERTON BC PH : 604-894-9436

WQPV2-5020 Pemb Valley Wellness 3.5x4.625.indd 1

12-04-02 12:25 PM

Welcome to local motion therapy
We have a special interest in getting you out there again!

physiotherapy

chiropractic

massage therapy

pedorthist (orthotics)

acupuncture

craniosacral therapy

604-894-5525
Come in or call us to get an appointment...

Open Monday – Saturday
Find us at 110-1411 Portage Road, Pemberton, BC, V0N 2L0
www.localmotiontherapy.com info@localmotiontherapy.com

AD PROOF

ADVERTISERS
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DRUMKEERAN HOUSE
ON IVEY LAKE, PEMBERTON, B.C.

A MAGNIFICENT LAKEFRONT MOUNTAIN LODGE
Winter Wonderland and Summer Paradise - built from logs hewn from
B.C.’ s massive Western Red Cedars. Stunningly located on a trophy flyfishing lake, with over 800 feet of waterfront and private dock, and richly
forested five acres of grounds and gardens.

PEMBERTON
B.C., CANADA

A LAKEFRONT MOUNTAIN LODGE
Ideal for Special Occasions,
Family Gatherings, Retreats
and Intimate Weddings

MAUREEN BAIRD

The 5,000 sq. ft. lodge has 6 ensuite bedrooms and loft, great hall with
baronial fireplace, Chef ’s country kitchen, bar and family room, 3D HDTV,
high speed internet, billiard room and library, spa hot tub, BBQ, spacious
outdoor decks and large picnic table. Canoe and kayaks supplied.
Winter activities include skating, curling, hockey, snowshoeing and crosscountry ski-ing at the door step – with world class downhill at Whistler.
Spring, summer and fall are also magical - swimming, canoeing, kayaking,
fishing, whitewater rafting, golf, hiking, mountain biking, horse riding and more.

Email enquiries: info@drumkeeran.ca

WWW.DRUMKEERAN.CA

604-894-6946
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Paintings, pottery and parties:
Pemberton’s thriving arts scene
By C hr i s top he r P o on

I

t can be easy to think that the arts scene in the Sea to Sky corridor
Gallery may be right up your alley. Run by Meg Gallup, the gallery
ends at Whistler, but for those looking for the full regional arts
features a bevy of Gallup’s pottery and functional stoneware and is
experience, Pemberton awaits.
located near the downtown area.
Pemberton also happens to be where you can find some of the largerWith the backdrop of majestic Mount Currie serving as the muse
than-life sculptures of Davide Pan. Known for using recycled materials
for many, Pemberton may very well boast more artists per-capita
in his works, several of Pan’s unique pieces can be found around the
than Whistler, with various painters, sculptors, musicians and even
Pemberton area, including Big Sky Golf and
glass-blowers and blacksmiths calling
Country Club and near One Mile Lake.
Pemberton home.
Finally, those visiting Pemberton
Visitors may want to first check out
Art in Pemberton goes
during the middle of fall or the beginning
the newly opened Hillie Bakker Gallery
well beyond paint
of spring won’t want to miss the two major
and Studio located just 10 minutes from
arts events in town. M.A.D.E. (Music, Arts,
Pemberton in Mount Currie. The studio
and canvas.
Dance Expression) is held each November,
and residence of local painter Hillie
and Mountains of Art in March.
Bakker, the space includes a variety of her
Both
events
are
put
on
by
the Pemberton Arts Council and feature
works plus creations of other local artists. The studio also hosts classes
wide-ranging
displays
of
the
area’s
eclectic arts scene with exhibits,
for those interested in trying their hand at the brush.
performances
and
celebrations
showing
exactly what local artists and
But art in Pemberton goes well beyond paint and canvas. How about
creative
types
have
to
offer.
checking out the Red Beard Glass Blowing Studio? Featuring blown-glass
For more on the Pemberton arts scene and the arts council, visit
vessels, jewelry and custom pieces by glass master Redbeard, the studio
www.pembertonart.com. Additionally, for a map of local galleries and
welcomes visitors and offers demonstrations by appointment.
other arts spots, go to www.pemberton.ca.
Perhaps pottery is your passion? In that case, the Clay on Steel
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Get active in the snow:
Winter recreation options galore
By K i m Va n Lo c he m

I

n Pemberton only the bears hibernate during the winter. Whether it’s
phone call and a few hundred dollars. Local companies will gladly take
snowmobiling, cross-country skiing, fishing or backcountry touring,
your cash for a slice of powder heaven. Companies such as Coast Range
there is nothing sleepy about winter in the Spud Valley.
Heli Skiing are on a mission to deliver once-in-a-lifetime small group
When the snow flies, Pemberton
helicopter ski and snowboard experiences.
is transformed into a playground for
Cross-country skiers from around the
snowmobiles. The area is one of the top
world
also enjoy Pemberton’s rural attitude
Wintertime in Pemberton
snowmobile destinations in North America
and great trails. When the snow covers
offers a new world of
with everything from mountaintop journeys
the valley floor, Nordic skiers flock to great
to valley forays.
trails at Nairn Falls Provincial Park.
possibilities.
The Pemberton Ice Cap is one of the
If that’s not enough, Pemberton also
notable world-class destinations for sleds.
has some of the world’s best winter fishing.
It is an ideal playground for experienced
The lakes freeze over and the scenery of
snowmobilers and provides breathtaking panoramic views and glacial
a high mountain lake is amazing – not to mention the thrill of catching a
features such as ice caves and crevasses.
five-pound rainbow trout. Local tour operators are available to ensure you
Pemberton also has some of the finest backcountry ski terrain in British find that elusive fish.
Columbia. Just north of town, Highway 99 gives easy access to superb
Wintertime in Pemberton offers a new world of possibilities. You just
backcountry skiing ranging from one-day trips to high alpine ascents.
need to choose your adventure and enjoy everything that winter has to
The local heli-ski terrain is jaw dropping. Heli-skiing takes just a
offer in the Spud Valley.
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Steelhead, socke ye and more:
The low-down on local fishing spots
By D e e R a f f o

P

emberton has an impressive array of fish including steelhead,
rainbow, coastal cutthroat and bull trout; Chinook, Coho, pink, chum
and sockeye salmon; as well as whitefish, kokanee, and Dolly Varden.
But, before you even set a rod in the water you need to buy a freshwater fishing license and check the regulations for Region 2 on the British
Columbia government fishing site (www.fishing.gov.bc.ca) for up-to-date
regulations.
Mosquito Lake is a small lake known for its impressive 25inch rainbow trout. In the summer months it’s also a great place to take
a quick dip.
Ivey Lake is one of the region’s trophy fly-fishing lakes. Head to
the west side of the southern end or around the docks for the best fishing.
One Mile Lake has an age restriction – you either have to be
under 16, or over 65 to fish there, making this a very relaxed fishing
environment ideal for families.
Birkenhead River is incredibly scenic and a great year-round
fishing spot. Although rainbow trout is abundant, there’s also bull and
cutthroat trout as well as mountain whitefish. Bald eagles and black bears
also visit the river in the fall for the salmon run.
Birkenhead Lake Provincial Park is ideal for fishing and
camping, with lots of on-site facilities. Kokanee, bull and rainbow trout
can be found in abundance here. Fly-fishing is great in the evenings
around the north end of the lake.

Ph oto by r a nd y L in c k s

The Lillooet River is an angler’s dream, best tackled at its
clearest in the spring and fall. Trout and char can be found all year round,
and there’s the salmon run in the fall.
Joffre Lakes are a popular destination for hikers as well as
fishers. Three stunning lakes sit in a row surrounded by towering peaks
and glaciers. Due to the lakes’ short season and high altitude the rainbow
trout are a little smaller here, but the scenery is worth a few inches. Head
to the second lake for the best fishing luck.
If you are looking for fishing gear, guides or information, visit Spud
Valley Sporting Goods on Birch Street. Happy fishing!

A gift shop with a conscience

Paragliding Tandem Flight
Guiding & Gear Sales
Contact - 604 894 5502 | Cell - 604 905 8529

www.cayooshexpeditions.ca

One Earth Collection carries a wide range of artisan works
that are locally made and ethically sourced. It is host to
many fine art pieces, baby items, clothing, pottery, leatherwork,
woodwork, native art, silver jewelry, home decor, artisan foods,
accessories and natural health and body products.
Owned and operated by a local Olympian and a local artist.
Come by and check us out!

104-7433 Frontier St, Pemberton • Open 10am to 6pm
www.oneearthcollection.com • 604.894.1660
2012-2013 Pemberton Visitors’ Guide
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MAKE THE INACCESSIBLE
ACCESSIBLE

HELI HIKING, GLACIER WALKS, HELI BIKING,
HELI SIGHTSEEING, MOUNTAIN TOP WEDDINGS.

Make your own custom tours..

TM

PLEASE CALL 604 938 1700 OR 800 330 4354
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Pemberton Heritage Walk
S u b m i t t e d by t he p e m be rton m u se um a nd a r c hi v e s

E

xplore the history of the
Pemberton area, which was
founded in 1858. The Heritage
Walk is a great activity in the
downtown core for seniors, families
and individuals looking to explore
the area.

trains that rolled through the valley
beginning in 1914. The concrete
reservoir now serves as the lower
level and foundation for the Village
Works building.

3

1

One Mile Lake: In the 1950s,
local community members
constructed a hand-hewn bridge to
replace the existing bridge that was
rotten. This allowed rudimentary
access south on the old Pemberton
Trail route. An actual highway south
to Vancouver was finally completed
in 1966.

Pemberton Hotel: About
1914, when the Pacific Great
Eastern station had been located
near the existing station site, Bob
McLauchlan built the shell of the
original section of the present
Pemberton Hotel. The building had
no partitions and only a pot-bellied
stove to keep it warm. Later on in
the 1940s, a large storage shed and
a lean-to addition, which served
as the men’s section of the beer
parlour, were built.

4

2

Pemberton Co-Op Building:
Early in 1941, a group
of farmers and businessmen
formed the Pemberton and
District Cooperative Association
with the object of obtaining feed
and supplies more cheaply. The
co-op served a useful purpose
as a shipping agent and supplier
at a time when transportation
was difficult and phone service
unreliable. The road to Vancouver,
completed in 1966, finally put an
end to the co-op: produce could
be shipped direct and sacks, feed,
fertilizer and other farm needs were
delivered to the farmers’ gates from
mainland suppliers.

Pemberton Trailhead:
In 1881, four years after
completing a very rough route,
the provincial government spent
$400 on maintenance for the
Pemberton Trail. But with years
of neglect, slides and rotting
bridges discouraged most travelers
from using it. Then in 1891, the
government allocated $1,000 for
road works and it was spent on the
Pemberton Trail to ensure southern
access to Squamish. Travel by this
trail was not for weaklings. Bert
Perkins once set out on foot to race
a horse and rider from Pemberton
to Squamish. Given a two-hour
start, Perkins reached Squamish
on the day he left home. The
horseman, William Hamill, arrived at
his destination on the afternoon of
the second day.

5

British American Oil/Gulf
Station: Originally built in
the 1950s, it was called the B.A.
Station and later the Gulf Station,
operated by Dick Webb. He sold
gas from a single pump and did
minor repairs and tires in the back
shop. He closed down the business
in the early 1970s. Soon after, Ken
Sangster moved in and opened up a
tire repair service to accommodate
the many logging trucks that were
hauling out of the district. Over 200
loads of logs a day were leaving
Pemberton until the early 1990s.

6

RCMP Office and Pemberton
Dyking District Office: In
1950, the RCMP took over from the
provincial police. Before long the
increase in population made more
frequent and longer visits necessary.
The policeman would rent the top
floor of the hotel for several days,
using it as his office and covering
the area in a hired car.

7

Village Works Building: This
building was originally the
water reservoir for the steamer

8

Pemberton and District Museum
and Archives: Take a step
back in time and explore the
pioneer village. Learn about Port
Pemberton’s early days as a
stopping point along the historic
Harrison-Lillooet Lake Gold Rush
trail of 1858. Three heritage
houses and artifacts dating from
the 1860s to the 1950s can be
seen at the site.

9

Patenaude’s Corner – Agerton:
In the years leading up to
the coming of the rail, there was
much speculation as to the actual
route the rail would take. Many
assumed the rail would travel up the
Pemberton Valley and subsequently
settled along what was believed to
be the eventual rail route. Agerton
was a planned townsite in 1911
as per a subsidiary of the railway
company, the Howe Sound and
Northern Development Company. In
1915, William C. Kiltz erected the
building there now. The building,
the present Patenaude home, then
housed the store and post office.
Continue your explorations by
driving up the scenic Pemberton
Valley and see the historic farms.
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PEMBERTON
EVENTS

Centennial
Café

B.C.M.A. Motocross Racing – May 19-20
A weekend of races at the Green River Motocross Park. Come watch some of
Western Canada’s top pro and amateur riders on the recently-expanded track
south of Pemberton.

Lillooet Lake Rodeo – May 19-21
Hosted by the Lil’wat First Nation, rodeo events take place at the Mount Currie
Rodeo Grounds, east of Mount Currie on Highway 99 near Xit’olacw Road.

The NIMBY Fifty – May 26
Pemberton’s ultimate mountain biking challenge: A 35 kilometre marathon
single-track race. To register, visit www.nimbyfifty.com.

Pemberton Off-Road Rally – June 2-3

• Homemade Authentic Cantonese, Szechuan & Western Cuisine
• Dine In & Take Out • Licensed

See our menu at www.centennialcafe.ca

Pemberton Farmers Market – Every Wed., June to Oct.
Purchase Pemberton-grown organic produce, baking and crafts directly from
the producers. Held every Wednesday afternoon from June 20 to Oct. 3 in
downtown Pemberton.

7439 Frontier Street

604-894-6433 or 604-894-3364

Rotary/Chamber Golf Tournament – June 22
Held at the Meadows Golf Course, this annual fundraising event supports two
community organizations and features golf, refreshments and prizes.

hours: 10am - 10pm daily

WQPV1-8014 Centennial.indd 1

On June 2 events take place at Pemberton Speedway with a road rally, hill
climb and mud bog. On June 3, the rally moves to Birken, the event’s original
home, with all terrain and powder puff events.

11-04-28 1:59 PM

Located 5 minutes north of the lights at Pemberton
on Hwy 99 in the Business Park, 7318 Industrial Way

Ph: 604-894-9495

7455 Prospect St.
Open May to Sept annually from
10am – 5pm daily, 7days/wk.
604-894-5504
www.pembertonmuseum.org
Take a step back in time and explore our Pioneer Village. Learn about
Port Pemberton’s early days as a stopping point along the historic
Lillooet-Harrison gold rush trail of 1858, the coming of the rail in 1914
and the settlement of the Pemberton valley.
Join us for ‘Tea & Tales’ every Tuesday at 2pm in July and August.
Children can participate in a scavenger hunt and plant lovers will love
our Museum Garden Tour. Become a member or just come on by.

WQPV1-5529 Pemberton Museum.indd 1

11-04-21 12:10 PM

Pemberton
Christian
Fellowship
Worship services and Sunday
School every Sunday at 10:30 in
the Pemberton Community Centre

Swing by Al’s Carwash while
you’re in the neighbourhood!

www.pembertonchristian.com
604-905-9404

Everyone Welcome

A community church in the Pemberton Valley for over 30 years
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Canada Day – July 1

Pemberton Country Fair – September 9

This popular annual celebration features the Spud Run, parade, music and
family events at the Pemberton Community Centre. Contact 604-894-2340 for
more info.

Enjoy old-fashioned fun at the Pemberton Museum, hosted by the Pemberton
Women’s Institute. Check out the artifacts and shop for homemade preserves,
produce and crafts.

Tea & Tales – Every Tuesday in July and August

Great Pumpkin Weigh-Off – Sunday after Thanksgiving

The Pemberton Museum is the place to be on Tuesdays for stories about life in
the valley told by local residents, plus homemade treats and tea/coffee/juice –
all for $2.

Held at North Arm Farm, this event allows bragging rights for growers, and
awe-inspiring viewing for spectators.

Sixth annual Pemberton Airport Appreciation Day – July 28

A fun day for anyone who enjoys the thrill of a hunt, sound of the chase and
camaraderie of sport.

A fly-in sponsored by the Pemberton Flying Club from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
featuring visiting aircraft, displays, a barbecue and more.

Canadian Paragliding Nationals – August 5-12

Pemberton valley fox hunt – third week of October

Christmas at Big Sky – December (dates TBA)

Pilots of all skill levels will gather for competition, learning and more. This event
is shaping up to be the best paragliding competition in Canada.
www.paraglidingnationals.com

This annual free festival combines horse-drawn sleigh rides, bonfires and hot
chocolate with carolers, musicians and choirs singing folks into the festive
spirit. The accompanying craft fair is a great place to pick up last minute gifts.
Held at Big Sky Golf and Country Club: www.bigskygolf.com.

August Feast – August 18

Pemberton Winterfest – January 25-27, 2013

A local food and wine event sponsored by the Rotary Club of Pemberton.
www.pembertonrotary.ca.

Enjoy curling, a polar bear swim, public skating, shinny hockey, snowshoe
sprints, dog sledding and more at One Mile Lake Park. All events are free.
www.pembertonwinterfest.com

Slow Food Cycle Sunday – August 19
Visit local farms and see what the Pemberton Valley has to offer in organic,
homemade and homegrown products. Ride the entire 50 km round-trip route
or turn back anytime. Bring cash, sunscreen, a helmet and bags to carry your
bounty. www.slowfoodcyclesunday.com

August Fest – August 19
A family-friendly event to cap off your day in Pemberton after the Slow Food
Cycle. Come to Pioneer Park for live music and food.

24th annual Spud Valley Loppet – February 2013
This cross-country ski challenge takes skiers on a challenging course in the
Pemberton Meadows. Open to children, youth and families, the loppet takes
place on the first Sunday in February that the snow allows.

For up-to-date event info, visit www.whistlerquestion.com
and www.tourismpembertonbc.com

800.668.7900 / www.bigskygolf.com

Pemberton’s Best Kept Secret
Voted Best Public / Resort Course in BC - 2009
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